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Abstract: I have no words to express my great pleasure in having the opportunity to publish this research
report of Geihoku Kogen Museum, “Natural History of Nishi-Chugoku Mountains”.

Geihoku-cho, located in the middle of Nishi-Chugoku mountains, has drawn the attention of a large
number of people as a “Treasury of Nature”. In recent years, however, this precious natural area has
deteriorated through development and changes of lifestyles. Under these circumstances, the Geihoku-cho
Board of Education carried out research on the natural history of the Nishi-Chugoku mountains. This
ivestigation was conducted over a period of 3 years starting in 1991. At the beginning, in 1991, 6 subjects
of study were selected: seed plants, mammals, birds, freshwater animals, insects and geology. Here in this
volume you will see the result of our 3-year research. Publication of this report does not signify the end of
our activities, and I desire that not only the authors of these reports but also other scientists may become
involved in research activities and have the opportunity to publish their works in a continued series of
“Natural History of Nishi-Chugoku Mountains”

In closing, I would like to express my sincere thankfulness to those who contributed to the preparation

of this volume through research, editing and compiling.
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