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Social Organization of Long-tailed Tits (Aegithalos caudatus)
in a Snowy Area of Hiroshima Prefecture II
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Abstract: The social organization of Aegithalos caudatus in the snowy area of Northern Hiroshima
was studied during the period from March 1997 to May 1998, by banding 111 birds including 25
nestlings. Pairs which had already bred in the area in the previous year started nest-building
rapidly, while those which failed in the nest-building competition moved out to other areas.
Females which bred in the home-range of the winter-flock, included some which had immigrated in
the autumn of the previous year. An instance in which a one-year-old single male became a helper
at his parents’ nest was observed, indicating the possibility of kin selection in recruitment of
helpers in Aegithalos caudalus. It is suggested that males of Aegithalos caudaius which fail in
breeding, and also single males, would become helpers and stay in the same flock, strengthening
the links to the locality and raising the birds’ rank to the extent that they could achieve pairing
and nest-building in the following year within the home range of the same flock.
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