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The Habitat and Breeding Ecology of the Fairy Pitta Pitta brachyura in Western
Hiroshima Prefecture
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Abstract: We have recorded nests of Pilla Brachyuras for the first time in the Chugoku district. In
the forest of the northern part of Hiroshima Prefl. in July 1996. We investigated the breeding
behavior of the Pilla Brachyura. The two nests which we found were made in trees on the southern
slope facing the valley. Pitta Brachyuras gave their nestlings earthworms, chilopods, etc. We found
that three of the five nestlings had left the nest. Our guess is that the Pilta Brachyura inhabiting
the northern part of Hiroshima Prefl. begins nest-building in the beginning of June, egg laying and
incubation in mid-June. The brooding period starts at the end of the same month. Its fledglings
leave their nest in mid-July.
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