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Proceedings of the Symposium on the Wildlife and Human Living
in the Ota River Watershed: Yawata Heights
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Hiroshima University, Higashi-Hiroshima 739-8521
Fuji Publics Co. Ltd., Naka-ku, Hiroshima 730-0041

Abstract: This is a summary report of the symposium as well as workshops and other associated
programs held from June 3 to 4, 2000, with a great cooperation of participatory institutions such
as Hiroshima North Rotary Club, Geihoku-cho Municipal Office, Geihoku-cho Board of Education,
Yawata community and the Chugoku Shimbun Co. Ltd.

The Yawata district of Geihoku-cho is blessed with rich natural resources including mires
and beech forests as well as habitats of diversified animal species. At the same time, there are
approximately 400 residents belonging to about 150 households living in this area.

During the symposium and workshops, several issues were discussed, for example, how to
make rich nature and human life exist in harmony, or how to promote economic developlment
while considering them.

In particular, a heated discussion was carried out on how to cooperatively promote further
relationships between Yawata district, the upper reaches of Ota River, and Hiroshima City and
other municipalities locating in the lower reaches. After the videotape on the Nature of Yawata
which was produced by Hiroshima Home TV Co. Ltd., was viewed, two keynote sessions were
conducted, then a panel discussion with four panelists was followed.

On the second day, five workshops aiming to deepen peoples’ understanding towards nature
were organized, and impressions were collected from the workshop participants.

Other associated programs were a special exhibition entitled “the life in the nature of Yawata
heights and Dr. Tomitaro MAKINO”, an art gallery which exhibited drawings and posters
dedicated from some elementary and lower secondary school pupils in both Geihoku-cho and
Hiroshima City.

At the end of the report, the outcome of the questionnaire submitted by the participants is
attached.
© 2001 Geihoku-cho Board of Education. All rights reserved.
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