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Ecological Study on Cavernicolous Bats in Mizuho-cho, Shimane Prefecture
Kazushi KuwaBARAY and Masashi Okupa?
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Abstract: The ecology of cavernicolous bats was surveyed at the abandoned Kuki-mine and Iwaya-
mine in Mizuho-cho Shimane prefecture. The numbers of hibernating individuals in the breeding
season at the Kuki mine were as follows; 11 of Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, 1500 of Rhinolophus
cornutus, 400 of Minioplerus schreibersi, 1 of Murina leucogaster, while in Iwaya main mire there
were 497 of R. ferrumequinum. On the other hand, breeding individuals of R. ferrumequinum and
Mpyolis macrodactylus and youngling of R. comutus and Myotis nattereri were found in Kuki main
mine. In Kuki Ohyokotani mine, R. ferrumequinum and M. macrodactylus were breeding. In Iwaya
main mine, 350 breeding individuals were found. These three caves maintain large individuals for
passing the winter and breeding. Thus the caves are an important habitat for cavernicolous bats
in Simane-Hiroshima region.
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