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Abstract: To infer the origin of two Primula sieboldii populations (Makura and Kidukahara) in
Geihoku, Hiroshima Prefecture, the chloroplast DNA variation was examined. Plants of the Makura
population showed a new haplotype Y, which were phylogenetically closely related to haplotypes
which were distributed in Kyushu. A plant which was collected from Kidukahara and now cultivated
in Mr Kodama's garden showed haplotype I which was also found from Saitama Prefecture in
eastern Honshu. Based on the results of chloroplast DNA variation and the condition of habitat,
the Makura population was assumed to be the indigenous one On the other hand, it was suggested
that a plant collected from Kidukahara might have been brought from another region. Therefore,
from the aspect of conservation of the local endemic genetic diversity, transplanting of P. sieboldii
collected from Kidukahara into native populations in Geihoku should be avoided.
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